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citizenship and the consequences of in-
difference and inaction and the impor-
tance of education and awareness. The 
victims of oppression and genocide, 
whether in Germany, whether dealing 
with the Armenian people or the people 
of Sudan, are heard when the world de-
mands justice and accountability. We 
must speak for them, those who cannot 
speak for themselves. 

The Holocaust is a testament to the 
fragility of democracy. We must reaf-
firm the fight against prejudice and in-
tolerance in any form all over the 
world, no matter what your religious 
background or ethnic background. It is 
time for the world to link arms against 
intolerance and genocide and fight for 
justice and accountability. 

It fills me with grief to know that 
the leaders of nations can destroy their 
own, and yet I hope that we can 
strengthen the means by which we con-
tinue to pursue justice. Hope springs 
eternal, and I hope for us it is of real 
meaning as we fight for justice and 
equality and the elimination of geno-
cide. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in order to pay my 
respects, and ask my colleagues to join me in 
observing Holocaust Remembrance Week. 

This morning, the Congress gathered in the 
Capitol Rotunda to remember a period of his-
tory that will resonate forever, and which we 
must never again let occur. We grieve for the 
loss of life and the dismissal of humanity. 

Around 280,000 Holocaust survivors live in 
Israel, constituting 40 percent of the popu-
lation over age 60. It may seem like time pro-
gresses, but the Holocaust remains present, 
and an ongoing warning. 

After over 60 years, the Holocaust is still a 
presence, and there are living memorials all 
over the world dedicated to the memory of 
those who so cruelly lost their freedom and 
their lives, and to the continuing education to 
conquer prejudice, hatred, and injustice. 

On April 25th, the bustling society of Israel 
observed two minutes of silence while sirens 
sounded to remember the Holocaust. Traffic 
paused, individuals stood still on sidewalks, 
the background din of a robust society waned 
and the haunting echo of the sirens cried. 

Hundreds of people participated in the 
March of the Living at the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
concentration camp in Poland, triumphantly 
walking through the infamous gate that still 
has an ominous dominance over the camp: Al-
beit Macht Frei (Albeet Mahkt Fray), Work Will 
Make You Free. 

Memorial services around the country, at 
synagogues, schools, churches, community 
centers, and workplaces, read aloud the 
names of children who perished, or reflected 
on the legacy of uprooted families, or the 
meaning of a cultural identity after a genocide. 

The Holocaust’s magnitude of destruction 
numbered more than 12 million deaths, includ-
ing 6 million Jews and 1.5 million children 
(more than 2/3 of European Jewry), and the 
ramifications of prejudice, racism and stereo-
typing on a society. We must never, NEVER, 
sit idly by while another country or people is 
suffering. We must never have patience, or 
tolerance, or apathy, for others who would 
commit crimes against humanity. A haunting 
quote in the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum refers to the story of Cain and Abel: 

‘‘The Lord said, ‘‘What have you done? Listen! 
Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the 
ground (Genesis 4:11). 

The Holocaust forces society and our pos-
terity to face uncomfortable questions such as 
the responsibilities of citizenship and the con-
sequences of indifference and inaction, and 
the importance of education and awareness. 

The victims of oppression and genocide— 
whether in Germany, whether dealing with the 
Armenian people or the people of Sudan—are 
heard when the world demands justice and 
accountability. 

The Holocaust is a testament to the fragility 
of democracy. We must reaffirm the fight 
against prejudice and intolerance in any form. 

It fills me with grief to know that the leaders 
of nations can destroy their own—and yet I 
hope that we can continue to strengthen the 
means by which we can pursue justice. 
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MINIMIZE THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FORTENBERRY). Under a previous order 
of the House, the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise tonight to, first of all, 
commend the work of a gentleman 
from whom we will be hearing shortly, 
the gentleman from Utah, for his ef-
forts to come to the floor on a regular 
basis to lead the charge of the Con-
stitutional Caucus to return the focus 
of this House and also the American 
public on what our Founding Fathers 
intended, and that is the basis of this 
country, the U.S. Constitution; and 
also to rise to commend the work of a 
Member from Texas who has just pre-
viously spoken on his efforts toward 
that goal and his aim on his legislation 
that he spoke to previously just a few 
moments ago on setting up a Sunset 
Commission in order to try to rein in 
this ever-growing government that we 
have today. 

We know this government has been 
growing over recent years. If we can go 
back to 1925 when then-President Cal-
vin Coolidge said then, when the gov-
ernment was as small as it was at that 
point in time, he said, quote, govern-
ment is growing, quote, to encumber 
the national government beyond its 
wisdom to comprehend or its ability to 
reach alternatives and to advocate for 
the people, end quote. Even then in 
1925, Calvin Coolidge realized the gov-
ernment had far exceeded the merits 
the Founding Fathers intended for this 
country. 

Today we see it as well. Today, of 
course, we have official reports to con-
firm the same thing. GAO recently 
came out with a report and certified 
and stated that the GAO cannot certify 
the government’s financial records for 
the last 8 years in a row. They say 
there are weak accounting practices, 
mismeasurements and mismanagement 
of assets and liability and costs. We see 
that today. 

Why is this that we see this? Because 
of certain problems in different areas. 

The size of government has grown tre-
mendously, we have cause to under-
stand. There is a sense today that a 
larger government will meet the re-
quirements of the citizens today be-
cause one size fits all. We know that in 
practical life that does not ring true, 
nor does it ring true when we have a 
country today of over 300 million peo-
ple and a government that has tried to 
meet it with one-size-fits-all philos-
ophy. 

We see it also in a sense that a gov-
ernment is not like a business. You 
know, in the private sector, there are 
certain economies of scale. As a busi-
ness grows bigger, there are economies 
of scale that makes it more efficient. 
That is not the case with the govern-
ment. There are no such economies of 
scale. 

Instead, there is a lacking of coordi-
nation. There is an overlapping of 
agencies, and, again, what we have to 
do is look to recent GAO reports that 
just recently came out. This case, in 
the case of FEMA, overlapping of the 
agencies, of other agencies, mis-
management in the agencies, we saw 
that this agency could not deal with 
the circumstances that came before it. 

Our Founding Fathers understood 
this. Thomas Jefferson realized that as 
the government grows, he said, quote, 
the natural process of things in govern-
ment is for liberty to yield and for gov-
ernment to gain ground. Government 
has gained ground in too many specific 
areas, and our liberty has been yield-
ing. Again, I commend the gentleman 
from Texas for his efforts to try to rein 
in that size of the government. 

I would just make some suggestions 
as we go forward with that piece of leg-
islation. What we need to do, I believe, 
is make sure that legislation has some 
real teeth to it to be able to get the job 
done. We know that there is already 
outside organizations that are always 
looking at the Federal Government to 
see to it whether it is being efficient or 
not. 

We need an agency within the Fed-
eral Government that will have teeth, 
be able to get the job done. It needs 
more than just to analyze it. One of the 
ways we can do that is to have that 
Sunset Commission have a BRAC-like 
formula to it so that way it will be 
easier for the proposals to come to 
Congress, just like we did with the 
BRAC Commission to have simply an 
up-or-down vote on those agencies that 
are no longer doing their job and those 
agencies are just simply not getting 
the job done. 

But we have to go a little bit further 
than that, because we are not simply 
looking at duplication of services and 
efficiencies. We also have to add one 
additional criteria to that BRAC-like 
commission for the Sunset Commis-
sion. That is a very fundamental one, 
and that is the question, are the agen-
cies that this Commission is going to 
be looking at, are the agencies doing 
something that they have the legal 
right to do? That is to say, do they 
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